Tumefactive myelinoclastic diffuse sclerosis--case report.
A 6-year-old boy presented with mental disturbance and progressive left hemiparesis. Magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated large intracranial mass lesions with ring-like enhancement. His neurological condition deteriorated rapidly. Open biopsy via craniotomy was performed under the suspicion of tumor. Histological examination showed massive demyelination and axon preservation, but no tumor cells. The diagnosis was myelinoclastic diffuse sclerosis (MDS). He was treated with high-dose methylprednisolone and improved dramatically. MDS is a rare demyelinating disorder of the central nervous system that affects mainly children and may mimic a brain tumor. MDS must be included in the differential diagnosis in young patients with a brain tumor with atypical radiological appearance.